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HILL AVENUE ACADEMY 

 
MUSIC POLICY 

 
Intent 

 
Music is part of everyone’s life, from birth onwards we are surrounded by 
sounds, so as a school, it is important to explore these sounds and use them in 
a variety of ways. Through a practical approach, we aim for our children to gain 
musical knowledge, skills and understanding that will prepare them for life. At 
Hill Avenue Academy, our mission is to enable children to better understand the 
world they live in as it can help them feel part of a community. We provide 
opportunities for all children to create, play, perform and enjoy various styles of 
music so they become confident musicians. We aim to develop skills so that our 
children appreciate a wide variety of musical forms and begin to make 
judgements about the quality of music. 
 
At Hill Avenue Academy, our music curriculum is aimed to enable our children 
to: 

 Know and understand how sounds are made and then organised 
into musical structures 

 Recognise how music can be made through a variety of 
instruments 

 Identify how music is composed and written down 
 Know how music is influenced by the time, place and purpose for 

which it was written 
 Develop the skills of performing, composing and appreciating 

music. 
 
 
Our core aim is to inspire children through a variety of music styles and genres 
that will enable them to communicate and express their feelings. At Hill Avenue 
Academy, we aim to teach children with a reflective, adaptable approach so we 
can provide a rich music curriculum that enables children to reflect, improvise 
and appreciate different kinds of music.  
 
 
                                                       Implementation 
 
 
Teaching and learning 
At Hill Avenue Academy we make music an enjoyable learning experience for 
our children through; encouraging them to participate in a variety of musical 
performances, building their confidence when reflecting on music and offering 
opportunities for them to use a wide range of musical instruments. Singing lies 
at the heart of good music teaching so we focus on developing the children’s 
ability to sing in tune and with other people. Through singing songs, children 
learn about the structure and organisation of music so we teach them to listen 



 
 

 

 

to and appreciate different forms of music. We teach them the fundamental 
skills of recognising pulse and pitch and how to identify them within a range of 
music. We also teach children how to work with others to make music so they 
can practise, rehearse and present performances with a greater awareness of 
an audience. These performances include music from across a range of styles, 
genres, cultures and historical periods so that our children learn to appreciate a 
wide range of music, make comparisons between them and express their own 
perspective of the way in which it sounds.  
 
Music is taught from nursery up to year six and allows children to listen to and 
respond to different forms. In nursery, music is intrinsic in developing pattern 
and rhyme. Exposing children to music during early development helps them to 
learn the sounds and meanings of words and dancing to music helps children 
build motor skills. Through the teaching and learning of music in early years, we 
allow children to practice self-expression and make connections with familiar 
sounds which can strengthen memory. In early years and key Stage 1, music in 
particular plays an essential role in English and maths. Children are able to 
practise, rehearse and perform counting and phonics songs and rhymes that 
require rhythm and enable children to remember key terminology. 
 
We have teaching members from the Wolverhampton Music School come into 
school weekly to teach music in 30 minute lessons for children in different 
phases. Each week, children are able to build on their musical knowledge and 
develop listening skills, particularly when learning rhythm and using musical 
instruments. In weekly lessons, children learn to play instruments with more 
control and rhythmic accuracy and learn how to use musical notation.  
 
As a school, we believe it is important to embed music into our daily routines so 
that children can see its use in many forms. For this, teachers use music within 
lessons to promote a love of the subject. Calming and relaxing music is used 
when children enter school and within lessons to create a harmonious 
atmosphere for learning. Often, music or sounds linked to topics in foundation 
subjects or texts covered in English are played so that children are offered 
auditory learning experiences. Listening to music from a different point in history 
or from a different culture also helps children to gain a richer understanding of a 
place or time different to the one they live in. Weekly singing assemblies also 
enable us as a school to embed music into day to day routines and they 
promote the love of music and enable children to sing as part of a larger group.  
 
Planning   
At Hill Avenue Academy, we use the National Curriculum for music as the basis 
for our curriculum planning. Teachers and staff members use Charanga; a 
musical school programme that works in conjunction with the National 
Curriculum aims for music in school. This has been developed to match our 
resources and adapted so that the topics that the children study in music, build 
upon prior learning. While there are opportunities for children of all abilities to 
develop their skills and knowledge in each teaching unit, the planned 
progression built into the scheme of work means that the children are 
increasingly challenged as they move through the school.   
 



 
 

 

 

We carry out the curriculum planning in music in three phases (long-tem, 
medium- term and short-term). The long-term plan maps the music topics 
studied in each term during the key stages and the music subject leader works 
with teaching colleagues in each year group to ensure this is progressive. 
Through this programme of study we teach the knowledge, skills and 
understanding set out in the National Curriculum. 
 
The medium-term plans, which we have adapted using the programmes of 
study and core curriculum aims from the National Curriculum, give details of 
each unit of work for each term and show a clear sequence of learning. Short- 
term plans indicate and identify key learning intentions and independent 
learning opportunities. Our music planning is generated to: 

 Increase breadth and range of musical experiences 
 Offer differentiations and challenge in musical learning opportunities 
 Develop confidence, sensitivity and creativity in the children’s music 

making. 
 
In nursery and reception, we plan using the objectives set out in the Early 
Learning Goals which underpin the curriculum planning for children aged three 
to five. Music contributes to a child’s personal and social development so songs 
and rhymes used in all areas of learning increase a child’s knowledge and 
understanding of the world. 
 
Resources 
At Hill Avenue Academy, children are introduced to a range of musical 
instruments which provide a variety of learning opportunities. Children have the 
opportunity to use instruments such as: glockenspiels, African drums, ukuleles 
and more to consolidate their learning and investigate the different sounds that 
they make. We feel it is important for children to have many opportunities from 
nursery up to year 6 to explore the use of instruments so they can be used to 
improve performances and offer exciting musical experiences for the children. 
Some instruments such as drums and ukuleles are provided by the 
Wolverhampton Music School.  
 
 
Children with special educational needs/ Gifted and Talented Learners/ English 
as an Additional language  
We recognise that there are children of widely different musical abilities in all 
classes, so we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by 
matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this in a 
variety of ways by: 

 Setting open-ended learning opportunities that can have a variety of 
responses. 

 Grouping children using mixed ability pairs so that children can learn 
from one and other.  

 Providing resources of different complexity depending on the ability of 
the child.  

 Using support staff to stretch and challenge or scaffold the learning of 
individuals or groups of children.  

 



 
 

 

 

 
At Hill Avenue Academy, we teach music to all children, whatever their ability. 
Music forms part of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and 
balanced education to all children. Through our music teaching. We provide 
learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make progress. We do this by 
setting suitable learning challenges and responding to each child’s individual 
needs. Assessment against the National Curriculum for music allows us to 
consider each child’s attainment and progress against expected levels and 
identify next steps.  
 
For those children with special educational needs, who are EAL or pupil 
premium, the teacher will work alongside the SEND and EAL leaders to set 
specialised targets, which are taught and reviewed regularly to ensure they 
make progress. We enable pupils to have access to the full range of learning 
opportunities involved in learning music. Staff will develop differentiated plans to 
ensure children who are identified as gifted in music are challenged through the 
use of questioning and through challenging the quality of their vocal responses 
to songs, patterns, sounds and instrumentals.    
 
Assessment 
Teachers assess children’s learning in music by making judgements as they 
observe them during lessons. At the end of a unit of work, the teacher will 
assess the children’s progress in relation to our school’s buildings blocks, which 
indicate targets that each child should achieve. We assess children in relation to 
their ability to listen and appraise, create and explore and perform. We use this 
as the basis for assessing the progress of the child and we pass this information 
on to the next teacher at the end of the year. The teachers keep a bank of 
evidence which can include video/audio recordings of individuals, 
videos/photographs of group performances and records of children’s ideas and 
notations.  
 
Monitoring   
The music subject leader is responsible for the standard of children’s work and 
for the quality of teaching in music. This monitoring will include; learning walks, 
planning trawls, tracking of pupils and data analysis so that the subject lead can 
gain a clear picture of the teaching and learning of music across the school. The 
music lead will also support colleagues in the teaching of music, keep staff 
informed about current developments in the subject and attempt to provide clear 
direction for the subject in the school. An action plan for music will be devised at 
the beginning of the school year, outlining specific targets taken from the SIP 
with intended outcomes and given milestones. This action plan will be ongoing 
throughout the school year and will be updated and adapted according to the 
findings of the regular monitoring. The music subject leader has specially-
allocated time for carrying out the vital task of reviewing samples of children’s 
work and visiting classes to observe teaching in the subject. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 
Parents/ carers and the wider community 
At Hill Avenue Academy, we believe the children remain at the heart of 
everything we do. Part of our school ethos is that we maintain positive 
relationships with parents, carers and the local community. We keep parents 
and carers informed of children’s progress in music and share with them any 
targets that have been set for their children. Teachers invite parents into school 
for class assemblies, school concerts, performances and productions where 
children are able to showcase their talent and thrive as an individual with their 
unique talent.  
 

Impact 
At Hill Avenue Academy, through the teaching of music from nursery to year 6, 
children are offered a range of opportunities that not only allow them to explore 
music in many different ways, but also enables them to make their own cross 
curricular links to their learning. Children will be able to gain and develop their 
confidence in playing instruments, using their voices expressively and creatively 
by singing songs and speaking rhymes. Children will create and experiment 
with sounds using a varied learning resources and become confident musicians.  
 
 
Review of policy 
This policy will be reviewed annually by the subject leader, senior leaders and 
the school governance body.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


